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In Jacob’s dream, angels went up and down a ladder to bring him God’s word (Genesis 28:12-15). Thank you, God, that we
need not climb up to you because you graciously come to us. In the words of Jacob: “How awesome is this place! This is none
other than the house of God!” (Genesis 28:17). Welcome to worship.
If you are visiting us today, we ask that you complete a Visitor Registration slip (yellow form) found at the end of each pew.
You may place the visitor registration form in the offering plate or give it to one of the Deacons as you leave the worship service
this morning. Please come back and worship with us again soon.
Large print (sight saver) bulletins are available. Just ask an usher!
Pentecost 7 – Proper 11

July 23, 2017

The Order of Service

Divine Service Setting 3, Page 184
LSB #809; #772; #761

The Hymns

The Theme of the Day

God’s Faithful People

Isaiah 44:6-8
Romans 8:18-27
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
The Sermon

The faithful believe in the one true God
The faithful have the Spirit intercede for them
The faithful enter heaven

“God’s Word = Redemption” – Romans 8:18-27

The Acolyte

Lucy Lichtle
+ Soli Deo Gloria +

We thank Cindy Houser for sharing her gift of music with us this morning as she is filling in for Jody Paschal. May the Lord
continue to bless her!
We also thank Tim Magill for preaching this morning. May the Lord bless him as he continues his studies for the ministry.
We send best wishes and God’s richest blessings to all of our members who are celebrating birthdays this week—Sean
Sielschott, Lukas Bobay, Jordan Buuck, Logan Linnemeier, Mike Conrad, Lannister Everett, Ted Blomenberg, Becca Evans,
Deb Gallmeyer, and Mike Miller.
Congratulations to Chad & Jill Baumann, Zach & Heather Stoppenhagen, Linda Keuneke & Paul
Knott, Aaron & Sarah Rhymer, Zac & Stacy Lichtle, Andrew & April Melcher, Richard & Ruth
Hartmann, and Brian & Kristie Schlemmer who are celebrating wedding anniversaries this week.
May our Heavenly Father continue to guide and bless each of these couples through life’s joys and
challenges.
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May the Great Physician give peace, good health, and strength to all who are in need of His healing hand. We
especially remember in our prayers Mike Baker (Shelly Kiefer’s dad), George Geyer (home), Lanny Thieme,
Nancy Gardner (Keith’s mother), Nora Rauner (Michelle Scheumann’s mother), Kevin Mahlen, Ruth Brege
(Pastor Bill Brege’s wife), Kelly Baumann (daughter-in-law of Sam & Judy Baumann), and Cathy Terhune
(Sherril Bradtmueller’s daughter).
We welcome into church membership Zach Townsend. Zach completed adult instruction and will also be baptized today. May
the Lord continue to guide and bless him throughout his life.
We remember in our prayers the family and friends of Eileen Miller (sister of Jim & Jerry Bultemeyer and Rosie Bultemeier)
who was called to her heavenly home on Thursday, July 20, and will be given Christian burial this afternoon. There will be
viewing at Zion Lutheran in Decatur one hour prior to the 1:30 p.m. services. May the comforting arms of our Savior be
around those who mourn, reminding them of that great day when all believers will be reunited in heaven.
We remember those who are presently serving our country (active duty or in the Guard)—Jason Putteet, Alan Bergdall, Dean
Brandt, Derek Schultz, Jacob Stoppenhagen, Karl Duerk serving in Qatar (Christine Bultemeier’s nephew), Jordon Head
(Keith & Mitzi Gardner’s son-in-law and Maddy & George’s brother-in-law), Jacob Lee, Sam Conrad (Germany), Chandler
Bultemeier (Waldo & Rosie Bultemeier’s grandson), and Chad Hall (Doris Conrad’s son-in-law). May the Lord protect and
guide them in their missions.
You will find our weekly “Time in the Word” study guide, A Christian’s Top Treasure, in today’s bulletin.
Worship for Shut-Ins is on Sunday mornings at 7 a.m. on 21.2 and at 8 a.m. on Frontier 9 or channel 21.3. The show also airs
on Sunday mornings at 11:30 a.m. on Comcast 252 and at 4 p.m. on Sundays and 10 a.m. on Mondays on Comcast 55 or
Frontier 25. "But We Are Different" based on Romans 8:18-25 is the Rev. Dr. Daniel Brege’s sermon for today. We Christians
live in a fallen, corrupt world. There appears to be little difference between us and those who are non-Christian (Christ's good
plants and the weeds in today's parable look alike.). BUT our future glory far outweighs present sufferings...BUT we will be
revealed as different/saved...BUT now in Christ we have hope...BUT our bodies, in Christ will rise. For the most up-to-date
information, you can check out their website at www.worshipforshutins.org. You can also watch this program on line or
receive it by DVD’s.
Can’t make it to church? Listen to WZBD (92.7 FM), tuning in at 9:05 a.m. to hear our service live. You can also listen to the
broadcast over the Internet by logging on to our website (www.zionfriedheim.org) and “Click here to listen to Zion’s worship
service on Sundays …”
The sign-up sheet for greeters for 2017 can be found in the south entranceway. Why not pick an open date and
sign up to greet! Casey Nidlinger is in charge of finding greeters for the months of July and August. If you have
questions, contact Casey.
This week’s secret code is FCNJ61. Go to www.games.childrensbulletins.com, enter the secret code, and access
online games that reinforce this week’s message.
Board of Stewardship’s Food for Thought – There are two kinds of people. People who share nothing and serve no one act as
terminals. They will end life unhappy, empty, and stagnant. Our purpose is to be channels so that God’s love and goodness
may flow through us. By His grace, God transforms us into generous givers willing to love, share, and serve others. Individuals
who act as channels of God’s love and gifts put self aside. Jesus said, “Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his
heart will flow rivers of living water’ ” (John 7:38). God refills serving people with more love, time, gifts, and abilities to share
with others. “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in
every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).
The Bottles of Hope fundraiser for The Hope Clinic concluded on Father’s Day, but there are still 13 bottles out.
Bring your baby bottle back to church as soon as possible and place it in one of the totes in either
entranceway of the church.
Oasis Youth: The Oasis High School group will meet at 6:30 p.m. tonight and next Sunday, July 30. Locations will be
sent through “Remind Group Text.” If you are interested in hosting the group at your pool or pond, please contact Brian
Horning at 301-1496.
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Browse and borrow anything that interests you in Roz’s Reading Room and then return the book in the basket by the smaller
shelf. (Place donations there too.)
The Friedheim’s Fitness Friends class usually meets on Mondays at 6 p.m. in the Parish Hall, however, for this Monday
night (July 24) the class will meet at the home of Ann Munson (1309 Canterbury Dr., just off Winchester Road
as you head into Decatur – before you get to The Bridge church) at 5:15 p.m.. Kris Blomenberg leads this onehour beginner’s exercise class for all ages, shapes and genders. The class is offered at no cost to you. Call Kris at 260547-4673 or 260-701-4673 with questions.
For some of us, it is helpful to have a visual aid and the Building Committee has set out flags to help you see the “footprint” of
the proposed Fellowship Hall. Although the size is accurate, the location is not. So walk over by the ball diamond and look at
the size of the building.
The Quarterly Voters’ Meeting will be held next Sunday, July 30, following the worship service. Mark your calendars and
plan on staying for this important meeting of our congregation.
There is a need for a volunteer to serve as Meals of Grace Coordinator for July. In fact, the remaining months in 2017 are in
need of coordinators. Consider signing up to serve for just one month. If you would like to be on the list of cooks only,
contact the church office. The monthly coordinator will give you a call to see if you are available to work some meal prep in
your schedule. The Meals of Grace freezer is empty! If you would like to make a main dish, soup, casserole, dessert, etc. to
place in the freezer, it would be much appreciated. Meals for one or two are especially needed. Don’t forget to put a sticker
on the food with the name of the dish and the date placed in the freezer. Thank you for the support of this program.
Join the walking group that meets at 3:15 p.m. on Thursdays at Evie Keuneke’s home in Decatur (2527 Hogans
Alley). Bring a good pair of walking shoes and hope to see you on Thursday!
Keep Saturday, September 9, free as this is the date for the LCMS Decatur-Circuit Reformation Service and Oktoberfest.
Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, LCMS President, will be the preacher at the Reformation service. Also on the agenda at the
Hoagland Pavilion and grounds (3 p.m. to midnight) is German food and drinks, polka and square dancing bands, music by the
Circuit Choir (and others), family-friendly education stations, and the availability of Reformation 500 merchandise. For more
information, go to their website, www.reformation500celebration.com. Do you want to help sponsor the Decatur
Circuit’s Celebration and Oktoberfest? There are information sheets along with a sponsorship form in the
Gathering Area. Please read this over and see if you or your company wishes to be a sponsor. There are five
level of support—Mighty Fortress, Reformer, Confessor, Catechumen, and Theses.
You are invited to Camp Lutherhaven’s Annual Chicken Dinner today. The day starts out with worship in the outdoor
Pavilion at 11 a.m. with the catered chicken dinner to follow. The cost is $9 for adults and $6 for children. Those five and
under eat for free. All tickets are sold at the door. The guest speaker is Rev. Chad Hoover, Director of Integrated Campus
Ministry at Concordia Lutheran High School. After the dinner, beach and boating activities will be available until 2:30 p.m.
New Hope Lutheran Church invites you to their Senior Citizen lunch and program on Thursday, August 3, at 11:30 a.m.
Rev. Randy Wurschmidt will present a special program on singing the faith from the Reformation to the present. A free will
offering will be accepted to cover the cost of the food. Please call their church office at 622-7954 by Tuesday, August 1, to
reserve your spot!
Mark your calendars for September 16, this fall. Lutherans for Life is holding their Regional Conference at Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, on that Saturday.
The theme is “Hope for Life!” Go to:
www.lutheransforlife.org/conference to register, and get more info.
Interested in seeing the Ark Encounter, the Creation Museum, going on a Ohio Riverboat Cruise, and seeing a Broadway Show?
If so, you are invited to join St. John’s Bingen on September 12 – 14 for this great tour. The group departs from Bingen’s
parking lot at 7:45 a.m. on the 12th and return on the q4th around 6 p.m. A deposit of $50 per person is due with the
reservation and the balance is due by August 12. There are information sheets/registration forms in the Gathering Area. You
may also call Jan Zelt (639-3136) for more information.
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To my Friedheim Family, I’m not sure if I can adequately say “Thank You” to my church family for their support during Don’s illness and when
he went to meet the Lord. The words of encouragement, the visits, the wonderful food shared with us, and the support shown to our family was
so supportive and graciously overwhelming. A special thank you goes out to Pastor Dahling for his support during these difficult days.
Although it is hard for those of us left behind, the Lord will get us through and we all know that Don is in a better place. Again, THANK
YOU! – The family of Don Gehres
To our Friedheim friends – Thank you, Pastor Dahling, and all the members of Friedheim Church for the numerous gifts of God’s grace
extended to us after Lon’s accident. We were grateful for your constant prayers for him and our family during the lengthy time that Lon was
hospitalized. We did not know at that time how our sovereign God would choose to answer all of our prayers. However, we did begin to learn
how to accept His perfect will. We are also grateful for your gifts of financial support, both individually and as a church body. It helped us
through a very difficult time. The gift of your friendship was the most precious to us, especially as demonstrated by your visits and cards to Lon.
These meant so much to him and he really looked forward to them. Thank you for every blessing, dear friends in Christ. – The Lon Buuck
family
Wyneken News
There are numerous repairs needed at Wyneken, from major repairs to painting. If you would be willing to help, please
contact Mr. Gavrun or one of our School Board members – Chad Baumann, Brian Lawson, Matt Knipstein (out-going), or
Brian Schlemmer (in-coming member).
The Annual Association Meeting takes place on Monday, July 31, at 7 p.m. in Bingen’s Fellowship Hall. Plan on coming to
this important meeting of our Wyneken Association.
And it’s registration time! Registration takes place on Thursday, August 3, from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and again from 4
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Get your SCRIP from Michelle Knipstein (260-413-6249 or e-mail her at mmknipstein03@hotmail.com). There are SCRIP
order forms at Wyneken’s website, www.wyneken.org.
Summer office hours are 9 a.m. to noon or by appointment only.
Golf Outing - Save the date! The Wyneken class of 2019 is sponsoring this year's golf fundraiser for the
Washington D.C. trip. The outing is Sunday, September 17. Golf will begin at noon followed by a
dinner at 5 p.m. Carry-outs will be available for those who would like to contribute but are not able to
play golf. We are also looking for hole sponsors and prize donations. Contact any member of the class of
2019 to sign up. (Those from Friedheim include Lucy Lichtle, Lukas Bobay, Ashlyn Walker, DJ Kitson,
Allana Ake, Noah Short, Abby Werling, Remington Bultemeier, and Chase Cornett. For questions, contact Mike Macke at
260-517-3605 or by email at mfm333kl@yahoo.com. There are also registration/sponsorship/hog roast forms in the
Gathering Area.
Attendance: Sunday Worship Service – 171 with 116 receiving Holy Communion
Offerings – through July 16
Home Purpose – NA
Missions – $640
THIS WEEK AT FRIEDHEIM
Today:

6:30 p.m.

Oasis Youth – Location TBA

Monday:

5:15 p.m.

Friedheim Fitness Friends – Ann Munson’s

Wednesday: 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Immanuel House Open

Thursday:

Walking – meet at Evie Keuneke’s

3:15 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Immanuel House Open
4

NEXT WEEK AT FRIEDHEIM
July 30

9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Worship Service with Holy Communion
Quarterly Voters’ Meeting
Oasis Youth – Location TBA

July 31

6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Friedheim’s Fitness Friends
Wyneken Association Meeting - Bingen
Elders’ Meeting
Trustees’ Meeting
Council Meeting

August 1

August 2 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
August 3 9 – 11:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
3:15 p.m.
4 – 7:30 p.m.
August 4 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Immanuel House Open
Wyneken Registration
Senior Citizens – New Hope
Walking
Wyneken Registration
Immanuel House Open

The Readings – God’s Faithful People
Isaiah 44:6-8 – The faithful believe in one true God – Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the
LORD of hosts: I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him
declare and set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. Fear
not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There
is no Rock; I know not any.”
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Romans 8:18-27 – The faithful have the Spirit intercede for them – For I consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in
hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of
God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees?
But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do
not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who
searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord. (to be sung)

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 – The faithful enter heaven – [Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And
the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does
it have weeds?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather
them?’ But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow together until the
harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
5

wheat into my barn.’” … Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to
us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the
world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed
them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with
fire, so will it be at the close of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes
of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ. (to be sung)

We will recite the Apostles’ Creed found on page 192.
The Power of the Word
The Word of God has been described in many ways, but each description carries the connotation of worth and value and
power. The Word, we read in Hebrews 4:12, is “living and active, sharper than any double-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul
and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” God, through the prophet Isaiah declared
that the Word that goes out of His mouth “shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it” (Isaiah
55:11). By the word of His mouth, God created the heavens and the earth. God Himself called His word a fire and a hammer
(Jeremiah 23:29). In Ephesians, Paul wrote about the Armor of God, topping off all the defensive weapons God gives us an
offensive weapon, “the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God” (Ephesians 6:17).
In his letter to the church in Corinth, Paul wrote, “But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to
God and not to us” (2 Corinthians 4:7). This great treasure is God’s Word. It lives inside us; it strengthens us; it encourages us;
it gives us hope; it never fades away; it enables us to persevere. It gives us life and salvation. Indeed this is a treasure!
Many don’t know that this treasure exists. They may have it beautifully leather-bound and on a shelf in
their homes, but they don’t realize they have a priceless treasure in their possession. It is up to us who
have this treasure to share it, for it can never be used up, never decrease in value, and never lose its
newness and vitality.
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Time in the Word – Proper 12
July 24-29, 2017
A Christian’s Top Treasure
Three parables of the nature of the kingdom of God are told by the Savior in the Gospel for this coming
week. Three parables are directed to the disciples concerning the kingdom. The first two deal with the
kingdom as being of top value worthy of any sacrifice to gain it. The third parable concerns are similar to
wheat and the weeds parable, the separation of the good and the wicked on Judgment Day. Jesus asks the
disciples if they understand these parables. They claimed that they understood. Consequently, they were
to be scribes trained for the kingdom who bring out of the treasure the old and the new.
The old truths are to be applied to the new conditions in the world. These are addressed in our Epistle
and Old Testament lessons for the coming week.
Collect for Proper 12 – Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love that, receiving what You have
promised, we may love what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Monday, July 24, 2017 – Psalm 105:2-6 – This is the Psalm portion from which the Introit for next Sunday is taken. The
antiphon is taken from verse 1, “Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known His deeds among the peoples!” The psalmist
exhorts us to worship the Lord. Thus, we are called upon to give thanks to God through our worship and praise. When we call
upon God and as we give thanks, our worship shall be blessed. Praise and prayer are the two expressions of our worship. As we
recall the many acts of kindness the Lord has given to us, we will trust in Him and share with others what He has done. We will
make known among the people His many deeds.
Tuesday, July 25, 2017– Deuteronomy 7:6-9 – The Lord is the faithful God, keeping His covenant of love. We are loved
and blessed because the Lord first loved us. Yet this love must be reciprocated by His people to others. Thus in the New
Testament we are reminded, “We love because He first loved us” {1 John 4:19}.
Wednesday, July 26, 2017 – Romans 8: 28-39 – The Father spared not His own Son but gave Him up for us all. These
words are read at many Christian funerals. They have comforted many troubled hearts. They have soothed and given
encouragement to many who are troubled. St. Paul’s words are sure. No charge can be brought against the Christian because
the Father has already pronounced a verdict! Not guilty! How so? No one can condemn God’s elect. Christ has died for you. He
is alive at the right hand of God. He is interceding for you.
Thursday, July 27, 2017 – Matthew 13:44-52 – Christ treasures the world, and so He redeems it. Jesus likens the kingdom
of God to a treasure, something of supreme worth.
It is a treasure of infinite worth because it is the kingdom of God. This includes Jesus, the priceless treasure, the riches of grace,
and the wealth of God’s love. This treasure is discovered by accident. It is always found where no one expected it.
The kingdom of God can be a surprise. It may come in unexpected ways and places. Must we ask whether the average Christian
considers Christianity the top treasure?
Both the farmer and the merchant sold all their goods to get the treasure. This implies that the two men considered all their
possessions to be inferior to the treasure or the pearl. It was a matter of establishing priorities. Because the treasure and pearl
were evaluated as the best, the price of total sell-out, or exchanging all other possessions, was considered worth the price.
When a person finds a treasure, how can he help but be overjoyed? If a merchant has been looking for the perfect pearl for years
and then finds it, is there any wonder that he would be as happy as can be? Many church members lack the joy of being
Christians. They are not happy about their religion. Could this be the reason? They have not found the treasure or the pearl of
Christ.
Friday, July 28, 2017 – Psalm 125 – This Psalm is suggested for next Sunday. This psalm speaks
of Israel’s peace in testimony, prayer, and benediction. Bible scholars believe it was written after the
exile when those held in Babylonian captivity were allowed to return to the Jewish homeland. This
psalm was most likely prayed as part of the liturgy in the Jewish worship service. Thus, the Psalms
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we pray in worship reach back into the Old Testament. Through the centuries, our prayers have remained constant.
Saturday, July 29, 2017 – Joshua 24:16 – This passage is the inspiration for the hymn, “From God Can Nothing Move Me” {LSB
713}. The people react to Joshua’s commitment to serve the Lord. The people respond, “We will not serve other gods.” If we say
of the Lord, “He is our God,” we cannot serve any other.
For blessing on the Word – Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and peace to convert those
not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip,
and from the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my
Lord.
A prayer before we study the Word – Almighty God, our heavenly Father, without Your help our labor is useless, and without Your
light our search is in vain. Invigorate the study of Your holy Word that, by due diligence and right discernment, we may establish others and
ourselves in Your holy faith.
A prayer for Pentecost 6 – O God, the Protector of all who trust in You, without whom nothing is strong and nothing is holy, increase
and multiply Your mercy on us that with You as our Ruler and Guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things
eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever .
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